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ACLU HAILS GOV'T L9GAL PARL^ TO ENFORCA NON-DISCRMENATICN IN INTRANSTATE TRANSIT 
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tn Cfc«rg« of Public Rolotlom 
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The American Civil Liberties Union hailed recently the announcement of Attorney^; 
General Herbert Brownell, Jr, that the Justice Department will hold a conference wittf 
U. S # Attorneys in southern states to work out methods of compliance with the United ^\ 
States Stipremo' Court ! s decision barring discrimination in intrastate bus .' 

transportation* .. r ' J -;^. \AJ 

The Union, in a telegram from its executive director, Patrick Murphy Halin, said 
the Department's action "demonstrates that leadership at the highest government level^ 

will not be forfeited. .-,...„. !., L . „^- >;i 

-■ ■'?>■'• -■■ ■ "*■_.- *- v>S^'-"" 

"The high court's decision was in keeping with its recent rulings that segrega^ 
ticn_and_di3_crii"inati cn gre u nc onstitutional and have no place in American life> ~.%£'K 




■— "'iJi-y'V.'-^T-.,:- ■ 



While there are bound to be difficulties to overcome in achieving compliance, the.. 
Federal Government has an important rote to play in assuring that the law is upheld^ v- 
The conference you have called will provide encouragement to all those who supporter ;, 
the court ! s decision," * x ^^% 

In scheduling the December 10 conference, the Attorney General saidi '^j>^ 

"Prior to the Supreme Court's decision a number of states, counties, municipals .i 
ities and other agencies of local government had adopted discriminatory measures of >; 
thin kind. It is now clear that any such law, statute, ordinance or regulation must f 
be regarded as a dead letter. *.. ,/^v 

"It is also clear that the enforcement or observance of any such discriminatory^? 
measure by any common carrier of passengers will constitute in the future and in the\| 
light of the unmistakable declaration of the federal courts a wilful deprivation ^£; 
the carrier of the constitutional rights, privileges and immunities of those dis-^/^p 
criminated against and a crime against the tftiited States. Title 18, United Statds|^ 
Cods, section 2U2 # Anyone who commands, induces, procures, counsels, aide or abetsT@ 
tin carrier in the commission of any such crime is equally guilty. Title 18,. ~--Xir:> 
United State3 Code, section 2." ■:-'~<^p 

U. S. Attorneys from Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana^?¥3 
i'iaryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, ;^" 
and Virginia were invited. ' . .-• ■-;.;■ .„ , - A$J^\ 

.....'■■' NEW KIND OF LCfTALTT OATH PROBLEM ARISES IN CALIF. " '"* \\ t 

I A different sort of penalty for refusal to sign a loyalty oath has turned 

There the Wican Civil Liberties Uniou of Northern California learned tha€^ki 

k:Zr ar "^ ">ultilith operator, Marion Syrek, wa* i^nisd rasmployraont compensation 1 ^ 

| because he was fired from his non-sensitive job in pn.-te business for declining" 'tM 

sign en oath. Such oath3 were not required by law. : • "?S ' / 

Months ago, when Syrek first applied for unemployment insurance benefits, 'he^ ':'«' 

informed Uw state Unemployment Service that he did not want to seek a civil service) 1 

,oo because he opposod loyalty oaths in principle. Weeks later he saw and answered"- 

• ■• f l p ^ vertisemen t f°r a multilith operator, inserted in a newspaper by Arthur Anderson 

•> & Company, a public accountant and auditor. / , ■- • . • lliV 

'.■ I In Li ,3 U'iR ■•■■■■■■ Li.-—— ■:. '■'.■^■- l 

;<«. nT ^fS hi !! d b ^ 5 s " tot0 diffi culty three H6>jh RB«te¥ l BSn he was asted to 
sign a loyalty oath. He declined^ was fired, and applied; &* tfatoploynent compensa-: 

It^L ^\ mB A^ n ht° n S* ^ that his refusal tocoW Constituted »misconduet".v 
on the Job and quitting "without good cause." Thisjda*teion.w ,J " < - ; '-'~- > - • the -^X^-. 

^m%m^%t*)mm¥$u ,« F o RM .t,on FWR ,., ;: ■ '■ •: m: 
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■ tnTro-UtiMl beliefs and as s ££rL^e V^T^^? 1 ' *"* th * ri « h * *° ifleui»-.ihto>* 

to for sowrnwnt •»l»w SaS-L ^J*'* ttat ^^^ ^^ are^U, aired ^ 

-Jrt»Ml«n Into other KSjSJ.. de ^" 5e w *'".' | w not Justify their arbitraiy.^. 

■'.-.;■' * '■"■'.._ :■ •'/"■} ; : .;'•:/ •"'•:".' '• : "->f » Pj •|- .' ; 

fron al! SlSlTe^If 8 ^^ if t °Sfci P ?J 1 ? *2 ™iuii* loyalty atafc^te 'V 
■ classified contracts. He did net «ol?w on t t 5f beoks of «*mi*««.w handling ^ 
obtain official Becvk^^rSL^^S^ 1 ^ f J *?i" 0Bld ev * r *•"» had to" - 
operator. y clearance if he had remained with the firm as a multiliih, 

property without du» proce£ ofS? " Chare * d ttafc S y rek *••' *Pfiwd of., 

able Sat^r^r^b ^ ^ret^T T "5 *"»•«»»• and »>ad n. reas^ 
director of the ACLU affiSte SL? £ ^'f ™'" "cording to. Err^at Besig? = 

foyers not engaged S^ltL~^'L?L?S^ h* ^^ ° 8th8 * prite 
of freedom of speech and assembly." required by law, l6 an infringpmenty 

TEST OF NCDL BOOK T.TST START ^p, FEDERAL COURT • ' -. /.M" 

boo, 2SSg -elj^ social intent a^f 

" DeSolt's^^^SS^^^irt^l med t < SUit * Fted6ral Dist ^* Court^ 

theological grounds) and a s»x boot fo? *»- Search for Bridey Murphy" (on ■ 

of Churches^arent^acheVgroup ^ £j SSSSJESST * *» »*«* Council ^ 

f-rlSJ^J^S* of ScrnaS C g^ S'tH 0P Snf J^^' Dal1 - *• *• ^~ 
*50,000 damages as well as a^ InScSS! Q ° L ^ B,Blp P 6 *" 10 " «»*ta-:. : "^ 

P^^g S n r fromt^X^ - action / 

'-,t^S L w ls s Ss s ^ a ry^ct? F St2 he p —rr r,s ac «- ^ p*^ 

it V-rsuaded' or to any wy.liScWTlndSfS? C01nmented - "^ HODL denies tiiati 
Proseoutor to adopt the NCDL list! directly, exercised pressure on tto-.^v^. 

ol^^ip te prote8t wtll tte ^-rcise to &»« * Jg^^^j^^ 

missioi^go^^^^^Publisners claimed that Ha™ exceeded his ^M 
depri^d them of prapirtt^tol^"^?! " 1 - gUid9 and •'t^M. action- 









scribed works. If the »rS2T»«S? 8 K J^ re + n ° V ? 1 &0n the shelTOs «>* P~" 
There are plenty of paper books andS z £~ S" 1 *" 1 b0ycott ' But feM ref ^« C: 
some are banned...." nd "^eazines and no one seems obviously injured if 

m mm mmi vym* a^ s taff Aaai^T Rgig^ m ^ TBr nflW 
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Bla^g tafcrmt*i tto ACLir tto* ferasferij^^f telapJtei* ' ~c?nfi?r&J*M?ns i&thWiffaX* 
lagBFracte leers and other f\*jw/tf» ?we gireWR the press last eum^'r' without ^hi3;^2 
authority or teizwledg* vtoil* he *ss absent &m Jh£li*d?J?&iBi'i He added that, lite r 7 
the ACItt branch, he regards the act as a violation of civil liberties.' -• - * r , • 



While still, condemning the release of tfe* transcripts, the ACLU cancell£rd"pians1; 

to ask Attorney General Jferbart Brownell if the release violated tha Federal Ccmani^; 

cations Act. Blanc held that the statute does not apply to state Isw enforcement ■:. • 

rfficere. -*■■■ -..''- \ . » T -r*->: '. . ^/v V- 

■ ^ '■* '- . ■ ' -.. •-■ ■ ;;■- . ■• ■ ■ • f ■ -■'„.■. -,^\ 

"In light of the district attorney's orders against further release of verbatiirir" 
transcripts, (the ACLU board of directors) believes that no useful purpose would bey- V 
Served by requesting the Attorney General of the Ihited States for a declaratory rulr% 
ing concerning the legality of such releases," said a statement from the Philadelphia!': 
branch. ... ■. . ■ .*■■■".. ->"-.';■; 



./fW^T-, 



It added that sinca "important areas of difference" en wire .till exist;: 

j -between ACLU and laff enforcement officers, including Blanc, a pi* ■ '■ ring would be^ 

scheduled soon for general discussion of the problem. c> v :: *r^u.. . ^ 












Blanc is a member of the Philadelphia ACLU board and until recently was -> 
treasurer of the branch. ACLU emphasized that election of a new treasurer had not' 
connection with the wire tap controversy. " v ~ • ' 

Release of the transcripts had been condemned also by the committee on civil* 
rights of the Philadelphia Bar Association. Both that group and ACLU pointed out\4 
that the names of reputable persons who had no relation to crime had been mentioned 
in the racketeers 1 conversations recorded. . 






S OUTHERN CALIF, ACLU ASKS STRENGTHENING, OF SgARCH-SglZURg DECISION --^>^ 

— . — . " . " . -5,.' }Y' 

Th9 Aoarican Civil Liberties Union »s Southern California Branch has urged the:' 
California State Supreme Court to reaffirm an earlier ruling. that evidence secured'^ 
illegally cannot be introduced in court. .... . -t* 






' ■'- - •*- ,^j, „* * V3> 






It so pleaded in a friend of tlio court brief dealing with the case of ". ;: % ■% 

3everly Joy Trowbridge, who was taken in custody on suspicion of having marijuana in^j& 
her aparbnent. The arresting officer acted on information from an unnamed informer #?, 
"known to be reliable to the arresting officer." ^^k 

Information of that nature does not justify an arrest without a search warranty 
the brief declared. '\:£'-'& 

■ - ft. *■ ■"'* "v.:vt* 

"Thero must be a means of aiding police officers without presenting them &$~SijM 
formula by which the safeguard of the constitutional provisions are by-passed and'-i'^l 
T*nder&i ineffectual," it added. "If the officers are not abla to in^r^nd^ntly . in-^1 
^stigate because of the nature of the case, then there is no reason why they caimojp^ 
resolve this difficulty by seeking the issuance of a search warrant." -^H%%* 

Or, it said, police should identify an informer, prove his reliability, or?^-v% 
present independent findings supporting the informer. v.- : v - ; .. ; , r? -^y|i:-;..g 







"How the veracity of the arresting officer could be tested ha3 not vet; b^eri ;' 
demonstrated," tho brief continued. "Confronted by this unverified and untested ; ^- r ^ 
statfttnetit even the scrupulous law enforcement agent would soon drift into the pattern^ 
of This formula, and our constitutional safeguards would become devoid of significance!' 

IVIhile nrr©3t of persons on information they possess narcotics is not unlawful^ 
Ihe brief, stated, such an act does not automatically justify a subsequent search i/"^ 
The a» arch must be reasonable and incidental to the arrest. >'" v --' r 

■■■■;..: CIVIL LIBSITIES BRIEFS -rvr-'.^v 7 '/ " - 

Among the many conflicts tliat arose during the recent presidential campaign was^ 
one involving stickers on automobiles. The Securities Exchange Commission issuedf "a^S 
memorandum declaring that x^hile the use of campaign stickers was not illegal it'infexP 
regarded as "contrary to the spirit of the law." "The SEC chairman— exempt from "tfojfei 
Hatch Act— had four Republican stickers on his station wagon; he said he would not?^ 
object to stickers on SEC employes 1 vehicles. And a Civil Service Commission spokeslt 
man said that group felt car stickers were merely expressions of opinion, and dioTnot 
corjstitute political activity.. .ACLU praised AFL-CIO President George Jfeany for; v ^^ : ; 
promptly ordering an investigation of the alleged kidnapping and boating, of New Iorfe>; 
local officials of the International Union of Bakery & Confectionery Workera ln"*bbtf^ 
nection with an internal union dispute. Said ACLU: "Your action certainly makes St 
clear organ^ad labor's determination to deal with such problems^ by which it will*^ 
*"^ 4 ^"-u3e^to^£mtct i J cai in ^fre^ and d^m^cratio mau^r aa an integral bar t Lof^oia * 
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Th« Attorney General Decembers, 19 

Director, FBI ..- 

■'■■•. ' • . ■ ... / . ■■'■■' 

EDITORIAL "DANGEROUS LULLABY" 



I am enclosing a Photostat of an editorial entitled 
"Dangerous Lullaby" which appeared in "The Indianapolis Star," 
November 26, 1956, and which I thought might be of Interest to 
you. 



&$£«** 



cc - Mr. William P. Rogers ( with c opy 
Deputy Attorney General 



rjt 



M) 



cc - Assistant Attorney General 

William F. Tompkins (with copy <iKei»krsure) 



4 . 



*&■■ 



Hi 



NOTE: In regard to this editorial the Director noted, "Send copit 
to A. G. , Rogers & Tompkins. " 
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UiMirrri-nns f,llffa1>A 



- i • '•"'. ii-h C ™£ rn{ evolutionary plant T, I 

■ ■■-. ■ •! Mill ,,, U -avhinRton and light the f.,sr I- ■ . . - 

• ^'.hpTL , dangerous to American in,„„m • 

. « there greater danger in one who. plots v.„ • -. 

' ^ZZrrT Ted r ,He Saip " i,C C "" ntrieS °< *»W. 
These ar y e^ a, r ^ ,ightinR a fuse Prematur*^ 

o sll STh ° Ut bCCaUSe AmenCan institution a e 
•' IT 8 J home-grown Communists cannot cause 
any clear and present" danger to them. 

inese American institutions, the ACtU arPi.pH 

ef h f a ec:ive ne: s e "in an l S ^ """'r '* ^-XteaThS 
ui7hc,r^ L meeting ordmary needs, as well as 

^hsiattd.ng_the.tremendous impact oft wo world W" 

- devastating depression, and the continuing chalS 
of world-wide unrest, their stability and permanent 
would seem to be virtually unassailable . .. PCrmanence 

n.-7«TL ? Ca /* and ^ reSent dan " er " doctrin 'e is a recoe- 
mze^d part of American law. but it is scareelv It hi. 

jn this argument. What the ACLU is sat mg^in 'effeTt 
s hat smce the Communists cannot hope for success 
n takmg over the American government we ought to 
oad we 17 ^ th0Ut in,erfcrcn «. If we followed that 

ss3-itii h s d i."r er seo daneer wiih ,he naked £ 

Ihe importance of the ACLU .attitude however 

K S ,r rC '" an °i her direC,i0n - ^ext to subversion 
"*"-, 1h ? « reatest d ^ger this country can face is an 

F.x<ept for that eternal vigilance which is the or,™ 
, * "berty. we could awake some morn ng to hnd not 

r-m a pretense left of the things we thought 'ere so 
• rong and permanent. Freedom can be lost in i.r hS 

•» is more often sold, given away or sleot iw« " Xi 

ous sleep. We cannot afford to accept it. 
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The FBI and Civil Liberties y? I A 

'" " ■ x £ '•'' ,. 



6y /r wng Ferrnan 72(S ij<J 



A national FOJ.ICE could infect the 
organism of a government of Jaw, 
despite the anti-bodies fn our Bill 
of Rights and in our system of checks 
and balances. Our most effective anti- 
body always is the focusing of an in- 
formed public opinion. This is why we 
should be grateful for Mr. Whitehead's 
excellent new book. Whitehead writes 

The FBI Story, by Don Whitehead 
(Random House; $4.95). 



specific authorization from the Bu- 
reau. .... 



Mr. Hoover. Personnel selection, the 
functioning of its academy, its integra- 
tive use of chemistry, physics, metal- 
lurgy, electronics, and engineering in/ 
developing crime laboratory techniques 
are all dealt with. Whitehead also de- 
votes space to a little known aspect of 

Whitehead, therefore, makes it clear ™ T° rk: '; s Civil *ghts . Tiwning" 
that the FBI has been delegated clear Sc £°° S '" "Y lch 22fi00 loc?1 P olice 
authority to perform its intelligence offic « a k have been oriented and indoc- 

functions. But has it acted, as FBI critics tnnated on thls tQuch y and : vastl ? im ' 
maintain, in Gestapo-like fashion?. I P ortaf * S^'on. 

would answer unequivocally in the Some of my mentors in the American 

negative. ... Civil Liberties Union remember vividly 

The adoption of the Truman Loyalty the h o"*ndous vigilantism of the 

Program in 1948, and the Eisenhower WorId w *r I organization whose 






Security Program in 1953 has vastly 2 5<5,00O members were permitted to 

about the FBIs almost-half-century his- extended the activity of the FBI, and the ™ ba ^« inscribed -American Pro- " 

tory in h.ghly readable style bu't bs * UrCaU "f« has ««» «nder attack g*™J^**- fuxthary to the US 

chief virtue is the sensitive historic be««e of its insistence that its inform- Department of Tust.ce. These self-. 



: ;,.'- f.*t- 



"'t i£*?*'- 



-jmis_rem*in rnnfidpnfrjai n n d not be st >' led sleufhs wef e u sed by the Justice 

subject to confrontation and cross- Department to conduct "slacker" raids, 

The FBI has been criticized most examination one °f wn «ch involved rounding up 

sharply for its collecting intelligence 0n ^ whitehead tes - what some 50,000 citizens in New York.. . 

ZLT Trfmtf °1 u^' Hoover advised «« Truman Loyalty When a proposal was made by the 
mun.sts «ri Fucists. Whitehead shows Review Bpafd ear , y jn ^ formula 7 tion American Legion in 1940 to use their = 

Posts as investigative units (and this 
would have most certainly led to a 
revival of the vigilantism of World 
War I) it was intelligently rejected by 
the Justice Department. By contrast in 
our World War II experience, the 
FBI's handling of the draft-evasion 
problem with particular reference to the 
conscientious objectors led the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union in 1943 to 
comment: 



^raphic-sensc"1ie~d"isplaysr 



that the FBI's activities in regard to „r -*. fc r • 

• . 6 , of its operating policies: 

subversives were not self assigned. He 

discloses for the first time in print that 

President Roosevelt called J. Edgar 

Hoover to his office on 



the summer 
morning of August 24, 1936, to express 
concern over the activities of Commu- 
nists and Fascists. It was the President, 
and not Mr. Hoover, who stressed the 
need for developing a broad intelli- 
gence-picture of these activities. Even 
thch > Mr. Hoover emphasized that he 
had no specific authority to make such 
general investigations. However, the 
authority was found through the instru- 
mentality of Cordell Hull and the State 
Department which, under law, could 
request investigations from the Justice 
Department. 

Mr. Hoover, in an instructional letter 
to his agents issued on September 5, 
1936, very carefully outlined the scope 
o( the Bureaus new investigatory as- 
signment: 
r ■: ■ . '-** -.'■■■ -*\+ . . . ■■ 

The Bureau desires to obtain from all 
possible sources information concern* 
ing subversive activities being con- 
ducted in the United States by Com- 
munists, Fascists and representatives 
or advocates of other organizations or 
groups advocating the overthrow or 
replacement of the Govemint.U of the 
United States by illegal methods. No 
investigation should he initiated into 
cases of this kind in the absence of 



. . . Our responsibility is limited to 
the securing of facts. I stated that the 
FBI was the investigator, not the prose- 
cutor, judge or jury. I informed the 
Board that we planned to make our 
Special Agents available to testify to 
those matters of which (hey had per- 
sonal knowledge and that we would 
list the names and addresses of those 
persons interviewed who did not object 
to their identities being known. I 
stated that whenever an FBI Agent 
interviews a person who says that he 
is giving information in strict con- 
fidence, his confidence must be re- 
spected. ... 

I pointed out that as an alternative, 
we could explain our mission to each 
person and explain that he might be 
called as witness and be required to 
testify in public and then report only 
such information as was furnished 
without any restrictions as to source. 
I advised the Loyalty Review Board 
that this was a matter of policy for 
the Board to determine. 















The striking contrast between the state ,,. 
of civil liberty in the first eighteen^ 
months of World War II and in World 
War I offers strong evidence to support * 
the thesis that our democracy can fight 
even the greatest of wars and still 
maintain the essentials of liberty- ~ 

As Whitehead accurately sums it up:. 

The FBI represents the people's effort 
to achieve government by law. It is an ' 
agency of justice. And the FBI iri the 
future will be as strong or as weal* as ' 
the people demand it to be. No morel../. 
No less. . : 









Whitehead's reporting of the Hoover — ~~< 

view establishes a framework in which Notes on Contributors 

criticism of the present security proceed, charles CURRAN is a regular contribu- 

ings might be more responsively direct- tor t0 The spectator, Encounter and 

ed than it has been in the past. other Brithh periodicals, irvwg fer- 

Whitehead properly devotes about MAN is director of the District of Co* 

one-eighth of ^is book to trie internal lumbia office of the American Civil; 



operations of the FBI, as developed bt Liberties t 



Union. 










-^P- 






-*-^rr.^A;i.-i---. +'■ 






■ ■■^^•■"r :-■.; 



ill 















£3& 



December 7, 1956 
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^Mr. Irving German 
^American Civil Liberties Union 
"412 Fifth Street, Northwest 
Washington, b. C. 

Dear Mr. Ferman: 



, ^^.i\v_i« ". 



•*'v*,-' r A"-*'I 



I have jusOacTthe privilege of reading your 
review of the Don Whitehead book, "The FBI Story," which v;^ 
appeared in the December 10 issue of "The New Republic." , 

It is refreshing indeed and I did want to ^.;'v ..\. ; ' 
express to you my personal appreciation for your sympathetic 
interest and helpful assistance in recent months. I am sure 
that your efforts have been most effective in bringing about a 
better understanding of our problems. 

With best wishes and kind regards, ; - 







^ 



J 



\.Z 



Sincerely yours, 

9f« Edgar Hoover 
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